[image: image1.wmf]

      Newsletter No. 5                                                                                15th January 2010
Dear Parents and Carers

What a start to 2010!! Unfortunately we were unable to avoid 2 school closures during the first week back due to staff being unable to get to work and an electrical power cut in our 2 additional classrooms. As many staff as possible made it to work on the Thursday, although the school was closed to pupils, and we were able to meet to discuss a snow contingency plan should there be any further bad weather this winter. I am extremely hopeful that the school will remain open as usual during the bad weather and the staff of Maple will do everything they can to ensure ‘business as usual’.
No sooner had the children returned to school than the Ofsted phone call came! We had anticipated that we would have an inspection at some time this term but inevitably the phone call come sooner than anticipated. Many thanks for your questionnaire returns and support this week! We will be receiving a draft report shortly for accuracy checking and then, in a further 2 weeks, the report itself will be available to parents. I will send it out as soon as it arrives. This year the Ofsted framework has changed significantly and was so different to our last ‘light touch’ inspection in 2007. It has become very difficult to achieve high gradings and expectations have risen quite sharply. As always, our children were superb and I am, genuinely proud of the whole school community, staff, pupils, governors and parents. The staff, in particular, worked extremely hard during the inspection and took everything in their stride in a very professional way.
Hopefully we are now in a position to move on with school life as usual and look forward to all the activities and events planned for the spring term. Next week the Year 2 pupils will be going to The Polka Theatre to see ‘James and the Giant Peach’, a whole school Drama workshop called ‘Around the World’ has been booked, likewise a Puzzle Challenge Day, a Guga Fit day and a visiting farm to include the Nursery children. After half-term we will be inviting you to our Parents’ Consultation days and we will end the term, as usual, with The Easter Hat Parade. As you can see, Maple will be providing a rich curriculum for our pupils this term.

Many of you are aware that Cedar class teacher, Mrs Ward, will be due to go on maternity leave half way through this term. Just before Christmas, we interviewed for a replacement cover for Mrs Ward and have recruited a teacher called Miss Fullbrook to be based in Cedar Class throughout Mrs Ward’s absence. I am hoping that Miss Fullbrook will be visiting Cedar class soon to ensure a smooth transition.
Although a little late, I would like to take the chance to wish you all a healthy and happy New Year!

Liz Robinson

Head Teacher 

