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3rd April 2009

Dear Parents/Carers

RE: Parents’ meeting with the Local Authority

Last night’s meeting was well attended and proved to be an impassioned debate broadly concerning the future of Maple Infants’ and the position of the school within the local community.

There were many interesting points raised, all of which will be discussed at Governing Body level shortly. A lot of the points raised were based around the speculation that Maple may become a 3 form entry school in 2010. As was stated last night, there are no clear indications, as yet, that this is to be the case. There were concerns regarding the issue of the spatial limitations of the site and some parents believed that the additional classes would place an excessive burden on the school infrastructure and staff. Points were raised about the vacant land adjacent to St Andrews’ & St Marks’ and the possibility of building a new school. Further concerns were voiced about the apparent piecemeal approach to the problem generally and that Maple is, in some way being penalised for its success.

Tina Herring, Anne Redparth (representatives from the Local Authority) and I did our best to reassure parents that, although this certainly presents challenges to us, none of these are insurmountable.

Within all this there is an apparent dichotomy between the real duties of the school to serve the local community and the very heart felt wishes of many parents who care deeply about the Maple environment and maintaining what we all value.

Over the coming term, I will continue to update you on the challenges that we face and the solutions that will be put in place to overcome them. Please rest assured that, in the end, we all want the same thing which is, first and foremost, a happy, successful community school for our children, a school that provides, most specifically, a secure foundation for each and every young individual.

I would like to reassure you that the staff, governors and I will never lose sight of our ultimate aims and that all of your concerns will be taken into consideration. 

Once again, thank you for the overwhelming loyalty and support you show to our school.

Yours sincerely

Liz Robinson

Head Teacher
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